ADAPTIVE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

Roles and Responsibilities

Overview

In 2001, several parties executed a memorandum entitled, Memorandum of Understanding to
Support Implementation of the National Marine Fisheries Service Biological Opinion and the
Santa Ynez River Technical Advisory Committee Lower Santa Ynez River Fish Management
Plan, (Memorandum). Those entities are: Santa Ynez River Water Conservation District,
Improvement District Number 1 (ID No.1), Cachuma Conservation Release Board (CCRB),
Santa Ynez River Water Conservation District (SYRWCD), City of Lompoc, California
Department of Fish and Game (DFG), United States Bureau of Reclamation {Reclamation),
Santa Barbara County Water Agency, and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS).
Through the Memorandum, the parties established an Adaptive Management Committee (AMC)
to support implementation of the September 11, 2000, Biological Opinion (Operation and
Maintenance of the Cachuma Project on the Santa Ynez River in Santa Barbara County,
California) herein referred to as the Opinion, and the Lower Santa Ynez River Fish Management
Pian, dated QOctober 2, 2000, herein referred to as the Plan.

The AMC is intended to function by providing day-to-day oversight of the implementation of the
Opinion and the Plan. The Memorandum charges the AMC with the responsibility of reviewing
all monitoring and studies of the fishery, fishery habitat, and hydrology of the river and
tributaries below Bradbury Dam; to develop information to refine management actions that will
benefit the fishery resources; and to provide scientific information for implementation of fish
conservation and protection measures. The Plan and Opinion further stipulate the roles and
responsibilities the AMC is charged with in the Memorandum (e.g. Section 5.7 of the Plan)

A summary of the various roles of the AMC (in italics) and the specific responsibilities assigned
to the AMC to implement these roles is provided in the attached table (Table 1). Leeway is
granted to the AMC to determine how it will fill its roles and achieve its responsibilities within
the boundaries of oversight by the Consensus Committee and NMFS as provided for in the
Memorandum. Oversight by the Consensus Committee is typically necessary when allocation of
resources (e.g. water resources or funding) would be affected and therefore broader policy must
be considered in the decision. Oversight by NMFS is required, as established in the terms and
conditions of the Opinion, when the proposed modification “could reasonably be expected to
affect steelhead” (Opinion, Term and Condition implementing Reasonable and Prudent Measure
No. 10). The various agencies involved in these committees and the relationship between these
comumnittees are noted in the attached figure (Figure 1).
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